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Bristol North West CLP

Tom Loeffler <tom.loeffler@talktalk.net> ⋆7/3/2021 22:36 "
To  phil_gaskin@labour.org.uk  

Dear Mr Gaskin,

I refer to our previous e-mail correspondence about the takeover of Bristol North West CLP by the Regional Office last
November.

As a consequence of that action, the political effectiveness of the Labour Party in Bristol North West has been reduced
to virtually zero, to the serious detriment of Labour's chances in the vital local elections in May. It behoves all of us to
make every effort to rectify this deficiency.

I am not aware of the reasons why the Regional Office has opposed all attempts by the elected Executive Committee of
Bristol North West CLP to take charge of the CLP's affairs, as laid down by the Party's rules. The remaining eleven
members of the EC are representative of the wide spectrum of political tendency within the CLP, and, to my knowledge,
none of them have been accused of any misdemeanours.

I call upon you to leave aside whatever considerations induced your office to intervene in the internal affairs of Bristol
North West CLP last November and, in the wider interests of the Party, enable the Constituency Party to get on with the
job of fighting a successful electoral campaign. As evidenced in 2017 and 2019, our CLP has the capacity of doing well
electorally even under particularly adverse circumstances.

There is now no time to organise an AGM; that will have to be done after the May elections. There is no alternative but to
reactivate the existing Executive Committee, under the chairmanship of Cllr Brenda Massey, our Acting Chair, with the
sole objective of organising the electoral campaign across the constituency and coordinating the activities of the
Branches. Should Cllr. Massey be unable or unwilling to assume the Chair, I think that you should be able to trust the EC
to select a suitable Acting Chair from its members for the period from now until May. Members of the EC are all bound
by the rules of the Party and are accountable for their actions to the membership.

I hope that you will agree with my proposals, which are designed to maximise our chances of success in the forthcoming
local elections. I would like to ask you additionally to initiate the process by requesting Cllr. Massey to convene an
Executive Committee meeting as soon as possible. I would gladly provide any assistance that you or Cllr. Massey may
require.

With best wishes,

Tom Loeffler

Member of the North West Bristol CLP Executive Committee
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