
Report from Bristol West CLP AGM Observers to Members 24th Feb 2021

From: David Brown and Andreas Mueller
To:  Bristol West CLP members

Dear member

Those of you who attended the AGM on Thursday 11th February will know that two 
observers were appointed at random from a list of volunteers. We are those observers and
this is our report to you, the members.

You will have received a note from the CLP Officers on Sunday 14th and a further report 
from the Regional Officer last Friday, the 19th, both of which acknowledge the considerable
difficulties experienced at the meeting. We appreciate those notes but would be remiss in 
our duties if we didn’t report the misgivings that remain in our view and this is what we are 
doing now.

On looking at the attendance and voting figures, we consider it very unlikely that the 
outcome of the ballot for officers could have been materially different. However, we are 
also aware of additional issues of concern during the proceedings. These caused us to ask
Regional Office for more details and a breakdown of the numbers. Those details would 
have allowed us to form a view based on the complete picture and could have helped in 
either putting the matter beyond doubt or identifying any areas where further assurance 
would be helpful. However, no such data have been published or supplied to us; the 
Regional Officer’s note acknowledges these issues and makes mention of several “small 
numbers” but does not elaborate. Furthermore, the note mentions that aspects of the ballot
were audited but does not say by whom. As the Governance and Legal Unit and Regional 
Office were themselves the bodies charged with holding the meeting and conducting the 
ballot, we would consider it not to be correct if they audited themselves or were audited by 
someone not visibly independent of the meeting organisers. This brings us to our second 
point:

At no point during the meeting or afterwards were we, the independent observers, 
engaged and we were unable to play any role whatsoever in the meeting, the ballot, the 
issuing of the results, or any subsequent discussions. Both of us repeatedly contacted the 
organisers during the meeting and wrote to Regional Office the next day but these 
communications remain unanswered. Our first and only contact from the organisers was 
an email declaring the results, issued around the same time the Chair read them out at the
end of the meeting. 

We were asked to act as ballot observers but, given the above points, are unable to say 
we observed the ballot. We have now exhausted the options available to us to fulfil our 
responsibilities: we have not been afforded the opportunity to confirm the integrity of the 
ballot or not and, as such, are unable pass any independent opinion on the matter. 

We have at all stages kept the incoming chair informed of our discussions, have copied 
our documentation to him, and thank him for his co-operation. It is now for individuals to 
make their own judgement.

Regards
David Brown and Andreas Mueller


