
Secretary’s report for January 2021 meeting of Hale End, Highams Park and Hatch Branch 
Chingford & Woodford Green Constituency Labour Party 
 
I would like to begin by correcting a claim made in the email sent out to members by Lucy 
Atkinson, the borough organiser. 
I have not been experiencing “technical difficulties”.  Certainly I had assumed that my inability to 
access the membership database, something that I need to do as the elected secretary of this 
branch, was due to a technical glitch. 
An email from Jack Price, the London region organiser, sent to me on the 8th of January corrected 
this misapprehension.  I will now read out Jack’s communication. 
 
Hi xxx, 

 Organise access has been removed from CLP Officers after some emails were deemed 

inappropriate uses of Labour Party membership data. Specifically the emails of 9th December and 

13th of December. 

 I have been sent the statement that you wish to circulate to your branch on recent disciplinary 

matters. This also is not an appropriate use of membership data and should not be included in 

branch emails. Similarly, the ‘freedom to debate’ motion is not in order and should be removed 

from the agenda. For clarity you should not use any membership data you may hold on any 

database in any form. We’re looking into the matter and will restore access in due course. 

Branch notices can be sent out by the London Labour Party so please get in touch if you need to do 

this. 

We will be in touch when access has been restored. 

Best wishes, 

 
 
It appears that a paid Labour Party officer has taken it upon himself to prevent elected CLP officers 
from discharging their duties properly.  

Let us recapitulate what has happened since the GC meeting on Monday November 30.  

 Someone who attended the meeting recorded the proceedings without the permission of 
those present. They then sent the recording to the Jewish Chronicle who published a story 
the next day.  

 He/she/they then also complained to London Region about what was said in the meeting.  

 On Wednesday Dec 2, a non-elected paid official suspended the chair and vice chair of our 
CLP, sending them suspension letters with no evidence of wrongdoing.  

 News of the suspensions appeared immediately in the Jewish Chronicle and Daily Express 
and the following day in the Evening Standard. This is a breach of the confidentiality that is 
meant to apply to party disciplinary matters.   



 In his email Jack Price refers to “inappropriate” CLP emails sent out on the 9th and 13th De-
cember.  I find it difficult to believe that London Region staff spend their time checking 
every email sent out by every elected official of every London CLP.  I must assume that the 
emails concerned, which provided information to members about the events since our GC, 
were brought to his attention, perhaps by the person or persons who made the original 
complaint.  

 Two members of this branch submitted a motion headed "Freedom to Debate” for consid-
eration at this meeting.  I sent this to our chair, xxx, for inclusion in tonight’s agenda.  The 
only people that have seen the motion are myself, the chair and the members that submit-
ted it. Jack Price has ruled this motion out of order.     

There are people here tonight who attended the November GC meeting.  It is possible that one of 
them is the informer, who is responsible for the fact that our chair and vice-chair have been 
suspended and that our CLP secretary, vice-chair membership and secretary of our branch have all 
been denied access to the resources they need to fulfil their duties. 
If that person is here, would they please come forward and explain themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


