
 

  

 

 

DaWN AGM POSTPONEMENT  

Dear General Committee Delegate  

 

I am writing to give some background information as to why our AGM, which 

should have taken place last night, June 17th, was postponed to a future date 

by Labour Party Governance. 

  

All the branch AGMs had a member of staff from London Region in attendance. 

Despite this supervision of the branches, 4 of the 8 branches submitted formal 

complaints for various breaches in procedure during the meeting. These were 

sent to London Region who have to date, not acknowledged them. 

  

The AGM branch return received from Thurlow Park did not observe the gender 

balance which is laid out in the rule book and has to include at least 50% 

women delegates. Thurlow Park’s return had too many men and they were 

asked to remove one of their male delegates which the branch secretary 

refused to do. The CLP officers received advice from LP Governance that such 



a return was invalid and it could not be accepted.  

  

The day before the AGM the Head of Governance gave a different ruling that 

the gender imbalanced delegation should be accepted. As a female Joint 

Secretary I was not able to accept an invalid, gender imbalanced branch return, 

which is in direct contravention of the rule book and I appealed this decision. 

The rule is clear and unambiguous: 

  

A minimum quota of 50 per cent women shall apply to these elected delegates.  

  

For good reason the Labour Party insists that women have equal representation 

on delegations, this has been part of a long process to ensure that women have 

an equal voice in our Party. In a CLP of over 3000 members, nearly half of us 

women, we have to ensure that the men in the Party are aware that we have 

equal rights to representation and that this is why it is enshrined in the rule 

book. 

  

A complaint received from Herne Hill was actioned by London Region staff on 

the day it was received. This branch AGM was overseen by London Region’s 

Deputy Director. Following some technical issues the London Region observer 

re-ran the ballot using the Single Transferable Vote (STV) system. When 

queried why this was being used, they responded that since the NEC elections 

this should be the method used for multi-post elections. The following day a 

complaint was raised and London Region took the decision to re-run the 

election on a First Past The Post (FPTP) basis which returned a completely 

different result. All this happened without any consultation or reference to any of 

the CLP Officers. The results were not returned to the CLP officers until 5 days 

after the re-run ballot had closed (and 5 days after the deadline for nominations 

returns). 

  

Dulwich Village's ballot was for 19 places when they were only entitled to 18. 

When this was pointed out, one of the 19 elected (not the one in last place) was 

removed as the proposed solution. 

  



 

These disagreements and some other matters led to the Head of Governance 

postponing the AGM at four hours notice and handing the process to London 

Region. A  notice of a new AGM date needs to be given to our affiliates so we 

await a new date to be fixed. We apologise for any disappointment or 

inconvenience this decision by Governance has caused GC delegates and 

other party members. 

 

Linda Wilde Joint CLP Secretary 

  
  

 


